
AED Requirements for South 
Australian Businesses
South Australia’s Automated External Defibrillators (Public Access) Act 2022 introduces new 
requirements for the installation and registration of Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) in certain 
buildings, facilities, and vehicles. While some parts of the Act commenced earlier, the obligations for 
buildings or facilities owned by privately owned businesses will apply from 1 January 2026. This means 
that owners and occupiers of various businesses in South Australia need to understand the legislation 
and prepare for these upcoming requirements.

Which buildings require AEDs?
The requirement to install AEDs applies to certain prescribed buildings.

An automotive dealership or workshop could potentially fall under the definition of a “prescribed building” if:
	� The building was constructed after 1 January 2025 and its floor area is more than 600m2; or
	� Major works (i.e. improvements, repairs, renovations) exceeding $100,000 commence after 1 January 2025 and the 

building’s floor area is more than 600m2; or
	� The building is over 600m2 and there is a change in the use of the land to commercial purposes after 1 January 2025.

How many AEDs need to be installed?
Any business operating in a building that meets the above requirements must ensure by 1 January 2026:

	� At least one (1) AED is installed in the building, and
	� If the building / facility has a publicly accessible floor area of more than 1,200m2, ensure that at least one (AED) is 

installed for every 1,200m2 of publicly accessible floor area. (Note: Publicly accessible floor area is defined as the area 
the public has unobstructed access to while the building or facility is open to the public.

Failing to install AEDs can result in significant penalties of up to $20,000 or an expiation notice of $5,000.
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Other requirements
Maintenance and Testing:
The owner must ensure AEDs are maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

Signage:
Building owners must install signs indicating that an AED is nearby. Failing to do so may result in a maximum penalty of 
$2,500 or an expiation notice of $500.

	� If the AED is installed inside, a sign is required both near the AED and outside near an entrance.
	� If the AED is installed outside, a sign is required near the AED.

Registration:
Building owners must provide specific information about the installed AED(s) to the Minister. This information includes the 
AED’s location, the times it is accessible by the public, and any other information prescribed by the regulations. Failing to do 
so may result in a maximum penalty of $2,500 or expiation of $500.

	� For AEDs installed before 1 January 2026 in buildings covered by the Act, the information must be provided within two 
weeks after 1 January 2026.

	� For AEDs installed after 1 January 2026, the information must be provided within two weeks after installation.
	� Any changes to this information must be notified to the Minister within two weeks of the change. AEDs can be 

registered via the SA Ambulance website: www.saambulance.sa.gov.au/what-we-do/aed-register

Where can I buy AEDs?
St John Ambulance SA is a Business Partner of MTA and offers MTA members a 15% discount on selected first aid training 
and products. Simply use promo code MTA25: Shop online: com.au/store Email: supplies@stjohnsa.com.au

Phone: 1300 78 5646 (select option2)

If you have any queries regarding these changes and how they may impact on your business, please contact the Workplace 
Relations Department on 8291 2000 or via email at wr@mtasant.com.au
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